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CONFIDENTIAL NICOSIA 1500 

USCINCEUR AND USDOCOSOUTH FOR POLAD; BRUSSELS FOR USEEC 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CY 

SUBJECT: CLERIDES REBUTS (USURPATION" CHARGES 

REF: (A) NICOSIA 1491 (DTG 021430Z JUN 77); (B) NICOSIA 1356 
(DTG 231200Z MAY 77) 

1 . IN WRITTEN STATEMENT ISSUED JUNE 4, DEMOCRATIC RALLY LEADER 
AND FORMER HOUSE PRESIDENT CLERIDES STRONGLY REBUTTED CHARGES 
THAT HE USURPED POWER FOLLOWING THE COUP (REFTELS). HE HAD 
ASSUMED PRESIDENTIAL DUTIES, CLERIDES ARGUED, AT THE BEHEST OF 
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POLITICAL LEADERS FROM ALL PARTIES AND EVERYTHING HE HAD DONE 
HAD BEEN AIMED AT SALVAGING CYPRUS FROM THE TURKISH INVASION, 
RESTORING CALM AND UNITY, AND AVOIDING FURTHER BLOODSHED. 
ACKNOWLEDGING THAT HISTORY WOULD BE THE FINAL JUDGE, CLERIDES 
STRESSED THAT HIS CONCILIATORY POLICIES HAD HELD THE COUNTRY 
TOGETHER, MADE POSSIBLE THE RETURN OF THE LEGAL PRESIDENT, 

AND WON HIM EXPRESSIONS OF PRAISE AND THANKS FROM GREEK PRIME 
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MINISTER KARAMANLIS, MAKARIOS (ON HIS RETURN IN DECEMBER 1974), 
AND THE GOC HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (IN A 1974 RESOLUTION). 

2. IN DEFENDING HIS RECORD AND INTENTIONS, CLERIDES ALSO 
MAINTAINED THAT IN 1973 ANOTHER COUP WAS BEING PLANNED, 

THAT HE VISITED THE U.S. EMBASSY WITH MAKARIOS' KNOWLEDGE 
TO SEEK U.S. ACTION, AND THAT THE COUP WAS FOILED AS A 
RESULT OF THAT "TIMELY INTERVENTION." (COMMENT: OUR COL- 
LECTIVE EMBASSY MEMORY DOES NOT RECALL 1973 EPISODE TO WHICH 
CLERIDES ALLUDED. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT CLERIDES 
MISSPOKE WHEN HE SAID 1973 AND THAT HE WAS REFERRING TO U.S. 
ACTIONS IN 1972 WHEN U.S. WAS INVOLVED IN DEFUSING AN 
APPARENT JUNTA ATTEMPT TO UNSEAT MAKARIOS.) 

3. WE SENSE THAT PUBLIC INTEREST IN THE LYSSARIDES-KYPRIANOU- 
CLERIDES EXCHANGES IS RELATIVELY LOW. MOST PEOPLE HAVE MADE 
UP THEIR MINDS ONE WAY OR THE OTHER, WITH MAJORITY HAVING CON- 
CLUDED THAT CLERIDES, DESPITE MISTAKES HE MAY HAVE MADE, IN 
FACT AVERTED FURTHER VIOLENCE AND PAVED WAY FOR MAKARIOS' 
RETURN. NEVERTHELESS, LYSSARIDES' TA NEA, IN EFFORT TO KEEP 
ISSUE ALIVE, IN WEEKEND EDITORIAL VICIOUSLY BRANDED CLERIDES 
"A USURPER" AND SAID THE CALL FOR UNITY IS HYPOCRITICAL 

AS THERE CAN BE NO UNITY WITH "USURPERS, TROJAN HORSES, 

OR THE BRIDGEHEADS OF FOREIGN INTERESTS." LYSSARIDES 
SAID CLERIDES REFERENCE TO U.S. ROLE IN ALLEGEDLY HELPING 
TO PREVENT A COUP IN 1973 SIMPLY PROVED U.S. INVOLVEMENT 
WITH JUNTA WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN USED TO THWART 1974 COUP 
HAD U.S. WANTED. 
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4. CONSERVATIVE AGHON, ON THE OTHER HAND, SUPPORTED 
MAKARIOS’ APPEAL FOR UNITY. INDEPENDENT SIMERINI SAID 
USURPATION OF POWER QUESTION ENDED IN THE SAME "DEPLORABLE" 
WAY IT BEGAN; CRITICIZED MAKARIOS FOR LETTING THE DISCUSSION 
DEVELOP; AND CALLED ON MAKARIOS TO "CHECK THE CONTRA- 
DICTIONS AND INCONSISTENCIES" DEVELOPING AROUND HIM. 

CRAWFORD 
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